
The Word Up Project: Level Turquoise

Unit 1 – Fly Over America

1A Introduction

Have you ever flown in an airplane, zooming through the sky? Welcome aboard Flocabulary Airlines! 
Today we’ll be flying all over America and different parts of the world. Who knows all the things we’ll 
see?

1B Song Lyrics

Ladies and gentlemen, this is your captain speaking. Thank you for flying Flocabulary Airlines. We’ve 
reached our cruising altitude of 35,000 feet. So sit back, relax and enjoy the flight.

I swear, we could visit anywhere,
Chill with a koala—that’s kind of like a teddy bear.
We could go to Egypt and see the Pyramids,
We could go to Australia for a little bit.
We could ride a roller coaster up and down,
We could go to every single city and town.
We could go to the Rockies and see the peaks,
The tops of the mountains, it’ll be sweet.

We’ll walk slowly, we don’t want to fall off a cliff,
That’s the edge of a mountain, where it dips.
When the sun goes down, that’s the evening,
We’ll be playing rock ’n’ roll in Cleveland.
We could go to Texas and see some cowboys,
Party in New Orleans, make some loud noise.
Maybe we could go to New York and eat a sandwich,
And maybe in the future we could visit planets,

Those other big round rocks in space
That move around the sun; close by, there are eight.
The Earth is ours, it’s where we stay,
The planet that we live on every day.
It’s covered in earth, that’s like dirt,
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You heard me? With a little “e,” earth is dirty.
But the sun is bright, there’s so much light,
It shines on China when it’s our night.

Let’s fly over America! I can see the towns,
I’m going to keep flying and never come down.
Let’s fly over America! I can see the streets,
Where every day, people are moving their feet.
Let’s fly over America! I can see the trees,
And now I feel like a king or a queen.
Let’s fly over America! The sun will rise,
Let’s fly over this land so high.
C’mon and fly with us!

Do you ever wonder what places are like?
Do you want to know what it would feel like
To swim by a waterfall or stand at the top
Of the Statue of Liberty? I think it would rock.
The world’s full of wonders, things that are strange,
And kind of awesome, like underwater caves,
Which can be shelter for fish, OK?
Something to cover them and keep them safe.

Now we could see a killer whale in Florida,
Or maybe visit the state of California.
I should warn you, tell you about something that might be bad,
If I leave now, I might never come back.
Life is incredible; life is amazing,
I’m so happy I’m a human, not a raisin.
I’ve got people to see and things to do,
The universe is everything everywhere; isn’t that cool? 

Let’s fly over America! I can see the towns,
I’m going to keep flying and never come down.
Let’s fly over America! I can see the streets,
Where every day, people are moving their feet.
Let’s fly over America! I can see the trees,
And now I feel like a king or a queen.
Let’s fly over America! The sun will rise,
Let’s fly over this land so high.
C’mon and fly with us!
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1C Words Defined

bright 
(adj) Something bright gives off a lot of light, or is shiny. I needed to put on 

sunglasses because the sun was so bright.

cliff 
 (noun)  A cliff is a tall, high rock with a sharp drop to the ground below. 
Artie was scared of walking to the edge of the cliff.

Earth 
(noun)  1. The Earth is the third planet from the sun and is 
the one we live on. Thanks to space shuttles, we now have 
photos of the Earth from outer space.

2. When it’s written with a small “e,” the word “earth” means
“dirt” or “soil.” Juan planted a flower in the soft earth.

evening 
(noun)  The evening is the time of day around when the sun goes down. 
It is between the afternoon and the night. My dad goes to work in the 
morning and comes home in the evening.

peak
(noun)  A peak is the pointed top of a mountain. The climbers 
reached the peak just before it got dark.

planet
(noun)  A planet is a very large object in space that moves around 
the sun or some other star. Saturn is the sixth planet from the sun 
in our solar system.

shelter 
(noun)  A shelter is anything that covers or protects. Animals and people use 
shelter to stay out of storms or other bad weather. When we are camping, we 
use our tent as shelter from the rain.
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universe 
(noun)  The universe is everything everywhere. It is all of space and 
everything in it. Who knows? Maybe there are aliens that live somewhere 
in the universe.

warn 
(verb)  When you warn someone of something, you tell them about 

something that might be bad so they can get ready for it. My mom warned 
us that we might feel sick if we ate too much cake.

wonder
(verb) When you wonder about something, you think about it and want to know more. Diego 

wondered what it would be like to be a famous athlete.
(noun)  A wonder is something that is strange and amazing. Alex was a wonder in the pool. He 
could swim twice as fast as anyone else.
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1D Synonyms

Circle the word on the right that matches the meaning of the word or phrase on the left.

1. everything everywhere cliff    peak          universe 
2. the top of a mountain peak    evening         earth
3. a tall, high rock with a sharp drop evening    cliff planet
4. to want to know more about something wonder    warn          shelter 
5. anything that covers or protects peak    evening shelter

bright / cliff / Earth / evening / peak / planet / shelter / universe / warn / wonder 
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1E Fill in the Blank

Write the word in the blank so that the sentence makes sense.

1. In school we are learning about outer space. We learned how the __________________________________
move around the sun.

planets shelters wonders

2. Shelby has dance class in the __________________________________. She eats dinner before she goes.

peak cliff evening

3. My mom had to __________________________________ me not to ride my bike too fast down the hill.

peak warn wonder 

4. The lights on the Christmas tree were very colorful and __________________________________.

bright planet  shelter

5. We need to take care of the __________________________________ because it is our home.

wonder Earth evening
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1F Connections
bright / cliff / Earth / evening / peak / planet / shelter / universe / warn / wonder 

Each sentence has a strong connection with one of the words from the unit. Write the correct word on 
the line below.

1. We climbed all day until we got to the top of the mountain. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The light was shining in my eyes. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Tanisha’s mom told her to put on her seat belt in case there was an accident. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Steve tried thinking about everything that exists. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. The sun sets around six o’clock. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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3. Vadim’s mom asked him to get some earth from the backyard. What should Vadim get?
(A) a picture of the sun
(B) the hose
(C) dirt
(D) branches

4. Which of these things might be called a wonder?
(A) a big golden statue
(B) dirt
(C) a weed
(D) a pebble

5. What would you need if you wanted to travel to different planets?
(A) a truck
(B) a boat
(C) an airplane
(D) a space shuttle
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(A) She leaned over and picked them up.
(B) Her glasses fell for a while and then broke.
(C) She stepped on them.
(D) Her glasses got a little dirty, but they were fine.

2. Which part of a turtle’s body can be used as shelter?
(A) the nose
(B) the tail
(C) the eyes
(D) the shell

1G Applying Meanings

Circle the letter that makes sense or answers the question.

1. While she was on vacation, Dina made a mistake: She dropped her glasses off a cl i f f . What
probably happened?
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1H Reading

Read the passage below and then answer the questions that follow.

The Hiking Adventure
It was a hot, sunny summer day. The Grant family 

was on vacation in Pennsylvania. Keisha’s dad woke 
everyone up at six in the morning. This was the day of 
the big hike. Her family was going to hike from their 
cabin to the peak of the mountain. They were sleepy, 
but her dad wanted to make sure they started early. 
The hike was going to be very long. It was supposed 
to take eight hours. If they didn’t start early, they 
might not get back until late in the evening. 

They got ready and packed their bags. They 
brought sunglasses, hats, water, lunch, and granola 
bars. They started the hike at 7am. They hiked all 
morning. The sun was so bright and was beating down 
on Keisha’s family. Everyone was getting tired. They 
climbed up a big hill. 

When they got to a cliff that looked down on the 
water, they stopped for lunch. As they set up their 
lunch, they heard a loud rumble. Everyone wondered 
what it was. Then they realized it was thunder. The 
family looked up, and they saw a big bolt of lightning. 
Then some drops of rain started to fall. The rain came 

bright / cliff / Earth / evening / peak / planet / shelter / universe / warn / wonder 

down harder and harder. 
They picked up their food and looked for shelter. Her mom looked over and saw a big tree. 

She pointed to it and said that the family should hide under it. Keisha warned her family that 
they shouldn’t go under the tree. She remembered that you should never hide under a tree 
during a lightning storm. Standing under a tree is unsafe because lightning can strike the tree. 
She remembered learning that if you get caught in a bad storm, you should not climb any higher. 
She told her family that they should all start going back down the hill. 

1. How long was the hike supposed to take?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2. What did the Grant family bring on the hiking trip?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Where did they stop for lunch?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Who thought they should hide under a tree?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why was hiding under a tree unsafe?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Bonus: Crossword Puzzle
Solve this crossword puzzle.

 1  2 

 3 

 4  5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 C�������� W������TM� 

 ACROSS 

 1  The top of a mountain 
 4  Mercury is the name of a 

 ____________. 
 5  We went to the edge of the 

 ____________ and let our legs
 hang off the side. 

 7  Something that is amazing 
 8  The third planet from the sun is 

 called ____________. 
 9  A house is a type of 

 ____________ that humans
 build. 

 DOWN 

 2  The time of day right before 
 night is called the
 ____________. 

 3  Space, the planets, the sun, and 
 everything else 

 6  The opposite of dark or dim 
 7  "Don't run with scissors or you 

 could get hurt!" 
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